What is SafeHomes/SafePaths?

The SafeHomes Program provides a way for parents to establish clear expectations of "no use" of tobacco, alcohol or other drugs by minors.  Participation in the SafeHomes program is offered to all families with children of any school age. 

SafePaths Program is a student-based program that emphasizes positive self-esteem and taking responsibility for making healthy choices.  The SafePaths program is purely voluntary for any interested student. 

Through SafePaths, students have opportunities to learn about ways to enhance decision-making skills and responsible behaviors both in school and in their communities.

SafeHomes/SafePaths Benefits:

SafeHomes parents feel comfortable contacting host parents prior to parties or gatherings.

SafeHomes parents will have access to the names of parents participating in the program and are part of a support system for parents with similar concerns.

SafeHomes parents communicate with our young people that parents do care and are taking the initiative to deal with the problems of teenage alcohol/drug use.

SafePaths offers information-sharing and mentoring for students and youth in our community.  By learning healthy choice-making skills and to take responsibility for their own behaviors, students are much better prepared for life choices around drugs/alcohol, coping with peer pressure, and violence as young adults.  

For more information or to be a part of SafeHomes/SafePaths, contact Dawn Birchenough at 924-2952.

www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/VICTORPTSA
.What are the goals of SafeHomes and SafePaths?

1. Emotional support for parents and students.

2. Resources.

3. Educating our community.

4. Fostering communication.

5. Offering safe environments in homes, schools and communities.

Research indicates that young people who experience caring and supportive families and communities are less likely to engage in risky behavior. Starting early is vital!
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SafeHomes contracts are not legally binding, but are statements of concern and intent. SafeHomes and its members are not able to guarantee or enforce compliance
SafeHomes parents agree…

· We will develop and communicate a clear position about alcohol and other drug use.

· We will not allow parties and gatherings in our homes when we are not present.

· We will work toward strengthening school policy regarding the use of alcohol and other drugs.

· We will not allow the illegal use of alcohol or other drugs in our home or on our property.

· We will communicate with other parents in our child's social circles.
SafePaths students agree…

We will encourage each other to use  healthy choices in decisions we make in school, at home and in our community.

We support our parents and schools in maintaining safe environments for ourselves and others.

We offer respect for each other and to be positive role models for younger students and youths in our community.
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